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Table 4.4  Crude Oil and Natural Gas Exploratory and Development Wells, 1949-2001

Year

Wells Drilled Successful
Wells

(percent)

Footage Drilled
(thousand feet)

Average Depth
(feet per well)

Crude Oil Natural Gas Dry Holes Total Crude Oil Natural Gas Dry Holes Total Crude Oil Natural Gas Dry Holes Total

1949   21,352 3,363 12,597 37,312 66.2 79,428 12,437 43,754 135,619 3,720 3,698 3,473 3,635
1950   23,812 3,439 14,799 42,050 64.8 92,695 13,685 50,977 157,358 3,893 3,979 3,445 3,742
1951   23,179 3,438 17,026 43,643 61.0 95,106 13,947 63,093 172,146 4,103 4,056 3,706 3,944
1952   23,290 3,514 17,759 44,563 60.1 98,148 15,257 70,730 184,133 4,214 4,342 3,983 4,132
1953   25,323 3,968 18,449 47,740 61.4 102,136 18,248 73,862 194,245 4,033 4,599 4,004 4,069
1954   28,141 4,038 18,930 51,109 63.0 113,362 18,857 75,790 208,009 4,028 4,670 4,004 4,070
1955   30,432 4,266 20,452 55,150 62.9 121,148 19,930 85,103 226,182 3,981 4,672 4,161 4,101
1956   30,528 4,531 22,111 57,170 61.3 120,352 22,738 90,190 233,280 3,942 5,018 4,079 4,080
1957   27,364 4,475 20,156 51,995 61.2 110,043 23,836 83,167 217,045 4,021 5,326 4,126 4,174
1958   23,774 5,005 18,162 46,941 61.3 93,105 25,555 74,643 193,304 3,916 5,106 4,110 4,118
1959   24,043 4,931 18,589 47,563 60.9 94,611 26,606 79,476 200,694 3,935 5,396 4,275 4,220
1960   22,258 5,149 18,212 45,619 60.1 86,568 28,246 77,361 192,176 3,889 5,486 4,248 4,213
1961   21,437 5,486 17,331 44,254 60.8 85,626 29,292 74,716 189,633 3,994 5,339 4,311 4,285
1962   21,727 5,353 17,078 44,158 61.3 88,431 28,949 77,253 194,634 4,070 5,408 4,524 4,408
1963   20,135 4,570 16,762 41,467 59.6 81,809 24,533 76,307 182,649 4,063 5,368 4,552 4,405
1964   19,905 4,694 17,694 42,293 58.2 80,463 25,598 81,360 187,420 4,042 5,453 4,598 4,431
1965   18,065 4,482 16,226 38,773 58.2 73,322 24,931 76,629 174,882 4,059 5,562 4,723 4,510
1966   16,780 4,377 15,227 36,384 58.1 67,340 25,948 69,636 162,924 4,013 5,928 4,573 4,478
1967   15,329 3,659 13,246 32,234 58.9 58,634 21,581 61,142 141,357 3,825 5,898 4,616 4,385
1968   14,331 3,456 12,812 30,599 58.1 59,517 20,716 64,737 144,970 4,153 5,994 5,053 4,738
1969   14,368 4,083 13,736 32,187 57.3 61,582 24,162 71,364 157,108 4,286 5,918 5,195 4,881
1970   12,968 4,011 11,031 28,010 60.6 56,859 23,623 58,074 138,556 4,385 5,860 5,265 4,943
1971   11,853 3,971 10,309 26,133 60.6 49,109 23,460 54,685 127,253 4,126 5,890 5,305 4,858
1972   11,378 5,440 10,891 27,709 60.7 49,269 30,006 58,556 137,831 4,330 5,516 5,377 4,974
1973   10,167 6,933 10,320 27,420 62.4 44,416 38,045 55,761 138,223 4,369 5,488 5,403 5,041
1974   13,647 7,138 12,116 32,901 63.2 52,025 38,449 62,899 153,374 3,812 5,387 5,191 4,662
1975   16,948 8,127 13,646 38,721 64.8 66,819 44,454 69,220 180,494 3,943 5,470 5,073 4,661
1976   17,688 9,409 13,758 40,855 66.3 68,892 49,113 68,977 186,982 3,895 5,220 5,014 4,577
1977   18,745 12,122 14,985 45,852 67.3 75,451 63,686 76,728 215,866 4,025 5,254 5,120 4,708
1978   19,181 14,413 16,551 50,145 67.0 R77,041 R75,841 R85,788 238,669 R4,017 5,262 5,183 4,760
1979   20,851 15,254 16,099 52,204 69.2 82,688 80,468 81,642 244,798 3,966 5,275 5,071 4,689
1980   32,639 17,333 20,638 70,610 70.8 R124,350 R91,484 R98,820 314,654 R3,810 5,278 R4,788 4,456
1981   43,598 20,166 27,789 91,553 69.6 R171,241 R107,758 R134,113 413,112 R3,928 R5,344 R4,826 4,512
1982   39,199 18,979 26,219 84,397 68.9 R148,881 R106,627 R122,787 378,295 R3,798 R5,618 4,683 4,482
1983   37,120 14,564 24,153 75,837 68.2 R136,078 R77,530 R104,378 317,986 R3,666 R5,323 R4,322 4,193
1984   42,605 17,127 25,681 85,413 69.9 R161,770 R90,578 R119,044 371,392 R3,797 5,289 R4,635 4,348
1985   35,118 14,168 21,056 70,342 70.1 R137,366 R75,862 R99,816 313,045 R3,912 R5,355 R4,740 4,450
1986   19,097 8,516 12,678 40,291 68.5 R76,622 R44,727 R60,507 181,856 R4,012 R5,252 R4,773 4,514
1987   16,164 8,055 11,112 35,331 68.5 R66,317 R42,479 R53,382 162,178 4,103 R5,274 R4,804 4,590
1988   13,636 8,555 10,041 32,232 68.8 R58,660 R45,320 R52,375 156,354 R4,302 R5,297 R5,216 4,851
1989   10,204 9,539 8,188 27,931 70.7 R43,287 R49,169 R41,983 134,439 R4,242 R5,154 R5,127 4,813
1990   12,198 11,044 8,313 31,555 73.7 R54,480 R55,869 R43,352 153,701 R4,466 R5,059 R5,215 4,871
1991   11,770 9,526 7,596 28,892 73.7 R54,283 R49,737 R39,001 143,021 R4,612 R5,221 R5,134 4,950
1992   8,757 8,209 6,118 23,084 73.5 R44,183 R45,728 R31,213 121,124 R5,045 R5,571 R5,102 5,247
1993   8,407 10,017 6,328 24,752 74.4 R42,895 R59,720 R32,503 135,118 R5,102 R5,962 R5,136 5,459
1994   6,721 9,538 5,307 21,566 75.4 R36,090 R59,412 R29,306 124,809 R5,370 R6,229 R5,522 5,787
1995   7,627 8,354 5,075 21,056 75.9 R38,024 R51,415 R28,393 117,832 R4,985 R6,154 R5,595 5,596
1996   8,314 9,302 5,282 22,898 76.9 R40,849 R58,062 R30,133 129,045 R4,913 R6,242 R5,705 5,636
1997E 10,436 11,327 5,702 27,465 79.2 R52,098 R70,477 R34,086 156,661 R4,992 R6,222 R5,978 5,704
1998E 7,064 R11,308 4,913 R23,285 R78.9 R38,423 R76,654 R32,259 R147,335 R5,439 R6,779 R6,566 R6,327
1999E R4,136 R10,411 R3,364 R17,911 R81.2 R19,925 R58,621 R20,864 R99,410 R4,817 R5,631 R6,202 R5,550
2000E R7,358 R15,598 R4,025 R26,981 R85.1 R34,357 R83,616 R21,975 R139,949 R4,669 R5,361 R5,460 R5,187
2001E 7,949 21,224 3,949 33,122 88.1 41,009 125,287 23,295 189,591 5,159 5,903 5,899 5,724

R=Revised.  E=Estimate.  
Notes:  •  This table depicts all wells; see Table 4.5 for exploratory wells and Table 4.6 for development

wells. •  Service wells, stratigraphic tests, and core tests are excluded.  •  For 1949-1959, data represent
wells completed in a given year.  For 1960-1969, data are for well completion reports received by the
American Petroleum Institute during the reporting year.  For 1970 forward, the data represent wells
completed in a given year.  See Note 2 at end of section.  •  Totals may not equal sum of components due
to independent rounding.  Average depth may not equal average of components due to independent

rounding.
Sources: • 1949-1965—Gulf Publishing Company, World Oil, "Forecast-Review" issue.

•  1966-1969—American Petroleum Institute, Quarterly Review of Drilling Statistics for the United States,
annual summaries and monthly reports.  •  1970-1994—Energy Information Administration (EIA)
computations based on well reports submitted to the American Petroleum Institute.  •  1995 forward—EIA
computations based on well reports submitted to the Information Handling Services Energy Group, Inc.  For
current data see the EIA, Monthly Energy Review, Section 5.


